






































































































































































































































































































































	 Yes	 No	 Uncertain		
Teachers	 2	 4	 1	




















	 0-3	 4-5	 6-15	
Teachers	 8	 1	 0	
Teaching	Assistants	 7	 0	 0	
	
Interestingly,	although	all	pupils	involved	in	the	research	held	negative	stereotypes	of	ethnic	
minority	people,	15	out	of	16	staff	indicated	a	low	level	of	racist	incidents	in	the	school.	In	
fact,	4	teachers	stated	there	were	‘zero’cases.	In	this	situation	the	absence	of	overt	racism	
may	be	being	used	to	deny	the	existence	of	racist	incidents	(Troyna,	1993).	
Conclusion		
This	research	has	illustrated	the	critical	importance	of	providing	a	curriculum	that	revolves	
around	issues	of	diversity	and	equality,	and	the	need	to	challenge	stereotypes,	myths	and	
prejudices	whenever	encountered.	In	this	predominantly	White	school	children	internalised	
skin	colour	as	a	basis	for	social	categorization.		These	ideas	reinforced	children’s	
stereotypical	perceptions	about	Black	people	(Catling	and	Willy,	2009),	and	perpetuated	
superior	patronising	and	hostile	attitudes	towards	‘others’	(Marx,	2006).		
By	denying	and	believing	that	children	are	incapable	of	being	racist,	teachers	fail	to	
challenge,	address	and	counter	racism	in	school.		This	could	lead	to	long	term	prejudiced	
thinking,	as	White	children	remain	unaware	of	cultural	and	racial	inequalities,	having	not	
been	afforded	opportunities	to	critically	examine	the	negative	effects	of	racial	stereotyping	
(Hays,	Chang	and	Havice,	2008).		It	is	crucial	therefore,	to	openly	discuss	and	support	
children,	especially	in	majority	White	settings,	to	appreciate	people	who	come	from	
different	backgrounds,	religions	and	cultures	(Woolley,	2010).	Teachers	need	to	be	aware	
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that	it	is	their	duty	to	combat	racism	in	all	its	forms.	In	addition,	without	realising	their	
‘unconscious’	propagation	of	stereotypes	in	the	classroom,	teachers	subtly	collude	with	
racism	and	support	White	hegemony	(Picower,	2009).	Furthermore,	because	teachers’	
stereotypes	may	be	reflected	in	teaching	strategies	and	assessment	of	students	this	can	
affect	ways	pupils	are	treated,	limit	expectations	and	hinder	children’s	development.	
Teachers	need	to	recognise	‘White	privilege’	and	unlearn	practices	that	perpetuate	
imbalance	of	opportunity	so	they	can	recognise	and	address	the	inequalities	faced	by	ethnic	
minority	children	in	the	school	(Moore,	2006).	
According	to	Mukherjee	‘Your	racism	has	been	your	silence…Inaction	or	silence,	to	me	
means	action.	To	me	inaction	means	collusion’	(1984:	6).	It	is	hoped	that	this	research	will	
inspire	practitioners	to	understand	the	influences	of	Whiteness	(Marx,	2006),	recognise	and	
interrupt	the	vicious	cycle	of	racism,	and	prepare	all	children	to	live	harmoniously	in	a	
modern,	multi-ethnic	society,	allowing	each	child,	regardless	of	ethnicity,	an	equal	chance	to	
succeed.	
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